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fieldale terms corporation

April 25, 2002

VIA F ACSTMTT..E

Ms. Katherine Benham
USnA-AM..~-TMD.NOP
1400 Independence Avenue. SW, Room 4008.So" Ag Stop 02b'~
Washington, DC 20250-0200

Dear Ms. Benham:

W Pc are requesting that we be included in your upcoming NOSB meeting as a presenter
to discuss the current NOSB policy that requires floee access to the outside. Thi$let~r i~
based on comments that you have previously received. We are requesting that Dr. John
A. Smith. DVM, be allowed to present additional data concerning this issue at the
upcoming meeting. The following comments summarize the key issues 1nvolvell.

rrh~ National Organic Standards Board has proposed requirements that poultry be
required to have free access to the outside. Current food safety initiatives within Lhe
USDA would be exceptionally difficult to meet should the National Organic Standards
Board require access to the outside. We are requesting that the NOSB reconsider its
position concerning this requirement. Quite simply, it is not in the best intere~t uf \'he
consuming public to require birds to be outside. The risk of disease, parasites, and
predation is significantly increased if birds are required to be kept or have access to the
outside. Attached you will find the three-page summary outlining wllditions and
additional disease organisms that birds will be exposed to if they are required to have
Rf'-CeSS to the outside.

Again, we respectfully reqUQst that the NOSB carefully reconsider their position on this
issue, as this position is not in the best interests of the consuming public or food safety.
Sincerely,

FIELDALE FARMS CORPORATION

SDC:ms

Attach.

~.o. BOX ~oe -BALDWIN, QEO~G'A. 30611

tHEADQUARTERS PHONE (706) 718-5100. HEADQUARTERS FAX (706) 778-3767. OPERATIONS PHONE (706) 776-6032. OP. RATIONS FAX (706) 776-2361

, D. Collier
VP, Director of Operations
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April 15. 2002

NationAl Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 400R-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Wo..qhinston DC 20250-000 I

,PI case allow roc thilj UppOS'tUIUty to comment on the Access to 01Jtnnnr.l: for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of t1lc OFf A and CPR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to tile outdoors. To not require such practic~ Wj(.ll poultry undermjncs lhc very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. COllSumcrs expect organic poultry to be raiscd wjth ucce~s to tl1e
outdoors There will be a l;!"cuibility backlash if this dual stlandnrd i~ allowed.
Organjc poultry c.an and ml)~11)e manag~d Witll outdoor access. Avian Influenza fear1i are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never expcricilced on AI outbrcak jn their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the goon nfthe organic industry US~ i1 su'jct interpretation
when app)yulg Outdoor Acccss to Poultry

Respcctfully ~
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Apri1 15) 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benllam
R()()m 4008-SoUtll BuiJding
]400 Independence Ave., SW

WaR11illgtOJl DC 20250-0001

~

For the sake of oJ-gallic integrity cmd for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applyjng Outdoor Acce~s to Poultry ~ ?- z --0 ~

P1 ~ /k:~~:Z~#..~~~--,
RcspectfuIIYt.y~ J
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From: 
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April] S~ 2002

NatioIl~l Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Roan} 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Wsshi11gton DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to COIIJlll~nt on thc Acce~~ to 011tdoors for Poultry issue.
It i", a fundamental mandate oftllC OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living condition~ include
access to the outdoors. To not require such prac1.i~t; with poultry undermjne~ the very foundation aIld
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the

outdoors There will be a credibility backlash iftlris dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry CaJ} and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experien~ed an AI outbreak in their ten

y"U1' history.
For the sake of org~(uc integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a ~u'ict intcrpretation

when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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April 15, 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Plea..~e allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to C>utdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undennmes the very found~tion and
spirit of 01gaWC food production. Consumers expect ol"gaJ}ic pouJtry to be raised with ac~s to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Ii1fluenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict inteIpretation
whcn applying Outdoor Access to pout: "'~~=!-'t/~~~ .I / /'

Respectfull y , ~ ~~--t..,-(/ ;t_..,<' .~--(../(~A..~C: ~... ~
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Carolyn K. Johnson
P.O. Box 355

Williston, Ohio 43468
(419) 836-7637

email: Kris.Johnson@ecunet.org
April 25, 2002

Richard Mathews, Program Manager
USDA-AMS- TMP-NOP
Room 4008-South Building
1400 and Independence Avenue, SW
Wa.~hington, J)C 202.50-0020

Dear Mr Mathews,

I am writing to let you know that I believe factory-raised poultry is not acceptable as an organic
product. Organic poultry must be raised in a humane, free-range environment.

Pasturing is humane and environmentally superior -Poultry's natllfal behavior patterns are to graze
live plants and hunt for bugs. When animals are low density and on pasture, there is less soil erosion,
less fossil fuel spent on manure management, and less risk to the water supply from massive manure
storage spills.

Pa.'!tured poultry is a better product -The flavor of the meat from pastured animals is very different
and, some argue, more delicious and nutritious. Not surprisingly, no academic studies have been done
on this, as corporations now fund academic studics and it is not in their intcrcst to provc a bcncfit to
pastured poultry because it doesn't fit in with their industrialization of agriculture.

Pasture-ized organic poultry supports the small farmer -Most organic family farms raise poultry the
old fashioned way, on pasture. 'ibis is the most environmentally friendly as the ulti'a low density of
livestock distributes manure safely while the animal grazes and follows its natural behavior patterns of
eating live greens and catclung bugs. In contrast, the corporate organic meat you are probably buying
at the grocery store is produced on concrete floors and high-density feedlots where chickens vainly
pick at thousands of birds' manure. Industrialized factory farms, 'organic' or not, threaten small farmers
and rural'communities by taking away local control, creating too much manure, using unfair labor
practices, diminishing the quality of life for the animals.

Factory-raised 'organic' meat will threaten the existence of small-scale organic farmers -Tyson and
its brethren will stage... predatory price war and win again,;t small producers and co-ops that market
pastured organic poultry. 96% of sales occur in grocery chains and those grocery buyers only care to
buy the cheapest 'organic' meat. As long as it is labeled as organic, grocery buyers don't care to know
about the practices of the factories that produced the meat. This corporate commodification of organic
meat will lead to organic production in developing countries, where labor can be exploited and fragile
ecosystems irreparably degraded. Meanwhile, back in the USA, local and safe food systems will be
systcmatically dismantled and family farms will go bankrupt. This move across bordcrs and OVcrscas
will also mean bad news for consumers, who can only choose among foods that have traveled
thousands of miles before reaching our dinner plates, thus greatly increasing the chance of
contamination and even agro-terrorism.

I urge you to support continued strict organic standards that benefit the families of America, both
urban and rural.

Yours truly,

Carolyn K. Johnson


